
Expert Witness Testimony Techniques for Laboratory Analysts 

Course Description 
This advanced course is designed exclusively for experienced forensic 
professionals who provide expert witness testimony and seek to elevate 
their courtroom performance from basic survival to strategic success. The 
program focuses on the unique challenges forensic experts face when 
presenting technical opinions under intense legal scrutiny. 

Participants will develop advanced skills for delivering clear, authoritative, 
and defensible forensic testimony in complex and adversarial legal 
environments. Emphasis is placed on managing aggressive 
cross-examination, protecting forensic opinions from mischaracterization, 
and maintaining credibility when confronted with methodological, 
procedural, or bias-based challenges. 

This course is ideal for forensic professionals who want to strengthen their 
expert witness presence, safeguard their forensic conclusions, and deliver 
confident, compelling testimony that supports successful legal outcomes. 

Target Audience 
This course is designed for experienced forensic professionals who provide 
expert witness testimony in legal proceedings and seek to advance their 
courtroom effectiveness beyond foundational training. 

The target audience includes, but is not limited to: 

• Forensic scientists and analysts
• Crime laboratory professionals
• Forensic pathologists and medical examiners
• Digital and multimedia forensic experts
• Forensic toxicologists and chemists
• Firearms, toolmark, and trace evidence examiners
• Questioned document examiners
• Forensic consultants and independent forensic experts

This program is most appropriate for professionals with prior courtroom or 
deposition experience who wish to strengthen their ability to present complex 
forensic opinions, withstand aggressive cross-examination, and maintain 
credibility in high-stakes litigation. 

Should be Able to Perform 

• Deliver clear, confident, and authoritative forensic testimony.
• Effectively manage complex cross-examination while protecting the
integrity of forensic opinions.
• Maintain professional composure and credibility.
• Control the scope of testimony and avoid common pitfalls.
• Apply ethical principles and professional standards while testifying as a
forensic expert.
• Strengthen expert witness presence to support effective and successful
legal outcomes.

Class Instructor: 

John Black, CSCSA 

Course Logistics 

When: November 9-10, 2026 

Class Times: 

08:00 AM - 05:00 PM 
Tuition: $400.00 

Hours: 16 

Where: 

Nampa Police Department 

820 2nd St S 

2nd Floor - Brisbin Room 

Nampa, ID 83646 

Local Contact 

Kendra Merrell 

Training Specialist 

Nampa Police Department 

(208 )936-0812 

merrellk@cityofnampa.us 
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Please click here for reservations

Comments on Training Site:
Parking lot or spaces on the perimeter of the Police Department. Class will be held on 
the 2nd floor in the Brisbin Room.

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.13061.html?iata=00171880&ssob=BLBWI0004G&cid=BLBWI0004G:google:gmb:13061
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/nampa/boimb/hoteldetail



